
Dear Members and Friends of the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum 

Welcome to the June Edition of the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum Newsletter 

As we move into another exciting Saskatchewan summer, the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum is buzzing with 

activity, new projects, and opportunities to share our province's remarkable aviation story. 

Every aircraft, artifact, volunteer, donor, member, and visitor contributes to something much larger than 

ourselves. Together, we are preserving the people, stories, and achievements that helped shape Saskatchewan and 

connect our communities through aviation. 

But ask anyone who walks through our doors and they'll tell you it's our culture that they remember most. We are 

a welcoming, hands-on, community-driven museum where curiosity is celebrated and everyone—from the lifelong 

aviation enthusiast to the first-time visitor—is treated like family. Our volunteers don't just maintain a collection; 

they share their passion, their knowledge, and their time with genuine warmth. Step inside and you'll find people 

eager to swap stories, answer questions, and pull back the curtain on a restoration in progress. It's a place where 

history feels alive, conversations come easily, and every visit leaves you a little more inspired than when you 

arrived. 

At our core, we are 100 percent education. Every aircraft in our collection is more than a machine—it is a 

classroom. Every artifact tells a story. Through exhibits, tours, school programs, restoration projects, and special 

events, we help visitors discover the historic, economic, scientific, technical, social, and cultural role aviation has 

played in our province and country. 

What makes aviation history so powerful is the people behind it. The stories of bush pilots, military aviators, 

engineers, air ambulance crews, airline operators, and aviation pioneers make learning engaging, memorable, and 

inspiring. These stories spark curiosity, encourage exploration, and help visitors imagine what may be possible in 

their own futures. 

We are also proud to be 100 percent tourism. By sharing Saskatchewan's aviation heritage, we create experiences 

that attract visitors, strengthen communities, and contribute to our province's cultural and economic vitality. The 

spirit of hospitality our volunteers bring is part of what keeps people coming back—and bringing their friends and 

families with them. 

As always, thank you to our volunteers, members, donors, sponsors, and visitors. Your support allows us to 

preserve our aviation heritage while inspiring future generations to dream bigger, reach higher, and explore new 

possibilities. 

Together, we are preserving Saskatchewan's aviation heritage, celebrating its present, and inspiring its future. This 

month we take a look at some news, some history that will soon become relevant to us. We start with a unique 

experience… 



 

Starting the DC-3 – “Saskatchewan” Ice Pilots – Part of the Experience 

One of the most memorable experiences of my aviation career was starting the Pratt & Whitney R-1830 Twin 

Wasp radial engines on Points North Air's DC-3, C-FCQT (Part of the museum’s collection). 
 

For those who have never experienced it, a DC-3 startup is much more than simply turning a key. It is a carefully 

choreographed process that combines knowledge, anticipation, and respect for a machine that has faithfully 

served for generations. 

 

The ritual begins before climbing into the cockpit. 

 

Because radial engines store oil in their lower cylinders while parked, there is always the possibility of hydraulic 

lock. Before starting, the propeller is carefully pulled through by hand to ensure the cylinders are clear. Every DC-3 

pilot learns early that patience at this stage can prevent serious engine damage. “Take good care of these 14-

cylinder, 1830 cubic inch radials and they will take good care of you. You just never know when you will need all 

1200 horsepower per engine”. 
 

Then comes the cockpit... 

 

As I settle into the left seat, the familiar “old aircraft bouquet” fills the air. It is a scent unlike anything found in 
modern aircraft—a blend of engine oil, hydraulic fluid, aged leather, warm electrical components, avgas, exhaust 

residue, and decades of history. Every DC-3 seems to carry its own variation of this aroma, and for those who have 

flown them, it is instantly recognizable. 

 

The starting sequence begins. The aircraft Master Switch is on. My right hand reaches for the fuel booster pump 

switch. Fuel pressure begins to build. Mixture controls remain in Idle Cut-Off. Propeller controls are pushed fully 

forward. The throttles are cracked slightly open. 

 

Depending on temperature, several “shots” of fuel are introduced into the cylinders. Experience teaches how 

much is enough. Too little and the engine may not catch. Too much and it may flood. 

 

With my left hand on the starter control and my eyes moving between the propeller and engine instruments, the 

moment arrives. The starter engages. Outside, the great Hamilton Standard propeller begins to move slowly. One 

blade passes. Then another. The inertia starter winds the engine faster and faster. Four blades… 6 blades… then 
eventually twelve blades. 



For many DC-3 pilots, particularly on cold northern mornings, those nine to twelve blades felt much longer than 

they actually were. Then you listened, watched, and waited for that first cough from the engine while keeping one 

eye on the gauges and the other on the propeller. The anticipation was part of the experience, and the reward was 

the unmistakable sound of a Twin Wasp coming to life. 

 

Then my hand moves to the magnetos. “BOTH.” A cylinder fires. The engine coughs. A puff of blue-grey smoke 

erupts from the exhaust. Another cylinder catches. Then another. The propeller accelerates. The engine sputters, 

hesitates briefly, and suddenly fourteen cylinders come alive in a deep rolling roar. 

 

At precisely the right moment, my hand advances the mixture from Idle Cut-Off to Rich while simultaneously 

adjusting the throttle to keep the engine running smoothly. The entire aircraft begins to vibrate. The cockpit fills 

with the smell of warm oil and exhaust. 

 

The sound is not merely heard—it is felt through the seat, the rudder pedals, the control column, and the airframe 

itself. My eyes immediately move to the oil pressure gauge. Within seconds the needle begins to rise. Good oil 

pressure.  The old Pratt & Whitney is healthy and alive. 

 

Then the entire process is repeated on the second engine. When both Twin Wasps are running, the DC-3 feels 

transformed. Moments earlier it was a silent machine resting on the ramp. Now it is alive. 

 

Ahead lies another mission—a northern community, a mining camp, Baker Lake, a gravel strip, or perhaps a 

remote off-airport destination (Ice) in the Northwest Territories or Nunavut. 

 

I experienced this many times while flying C-FCQT and C-FNTF from Points North Landing, Saskatchewan. C-FNTF 

was equipped and plumbed for hydraulic wheel-ski operations, allowing access to remote northern destinations 

beyond conventional runways. With good ice, we did not need skis, unless there was lots of snow. These aircraft 

helped connect communities, support resource development, and move freight throughout northern 

Saskatchewan and Canada's North. 

 

The airport at Points North Landing where we operated from itself was built to support the growing needs of 

northern development and aircraft such as the DC-3. What began as approximately 14,000 pounds of freight per 

week eventually grew into the equivalent of seven to ten semi-trailer loads per week moving through the region. 

Aviation helped make that growth possible. 

 

Today, many Canadians are familiar with the television series Ice Pilots NWT, which highlighted the challenges of 

operating vintage aircraft in Canada's North. What many people may not realize is that Saskatchewan had its own 

“Ice Pilots” right here in the North. 

 

Based from Points North Landing, crews flying aircraft such as C-FCQT and C-FNTF routinely operated throughout 

northern Saskatchewan, the Northwest Territories, and Nunavut. We flew freight, supplies, equipment, and 

passengers to communities, exploration camps, and off-airport destinations where aviation was often the only 

practical means of transportation. 

 

The work, the weather, and the challenges were real. Long before television cameras arrived in the North, 

Saskatchewan aviators were helping build communities, support resource development, and connect people 

across vast distances. 

 

Looking back, I sometimes smile when I watch shows like Ice Pilots. We had our own version right here in 

Saskatchewan – at Points North Landing. The difference was that we simply called it work. 

 

Today, when I walk through the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum and see C-FCQT resting quietly in restoration, I 

can still hear the sound of those engines coming to life. I can still smell the oil and exhaust. For a brief moment, I 

am transported back to a time when the DC-3 was not a museum artifact, but a working aircraft heading north on 



another adventure. 

 

Upcoming Family Event in July – Visiting Aircraft Open Cockpit Day!   



 

 



 

RCMP in Saskatchewan Aviation: The Mountie’s Twin Beech 

 

CF-MPI and the RCMP Air Service in Saskatchewan 

A note for our readers.  When we tell the story of Saskatchewan aviation, it is easy to think first of the bush 
pilots, the air-ambulance crews, and the wartime training schools. But our province’s aviation heritage was 
built by many hands, and among them were the Mounties. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Air Service — 
headquartered for decades in Regina — was a working part of Saskatchewan’s aviation infrastructure, knitting 
together remote detachments, carrying officers and equipment across enormous distances, and answering 
calls for help where roads could not reach. Its aircraft were as much a fixture of the prairie and northern skies 
as any airline or flying club. In this issue we look at one of them: a single Beechcraft Expeditor, CF-MPI, that 
flew out of Regina for twenty-eight years and outlasted every other Twin Beech the Force ever owned.  

 

Among the aircraft that carried the Royal Canadian Mounted Police across the vast distances of the Canadian West, 
few served as long or as faithfully as a single Beechcraft Expeditor wearing the registration CF-MPI. Delivered new in 
1946 and flown until 1973, it became the longest-serving of the five Beech 18s the Force ever operated — and it 
spent its entire career based in Regina, Saskatchewan.  

Rebuilding an Air Service After the War 

The RCMP first took to the air in 1937, when a small Air Section was formed to help the Force police the immense, 
thinly settled reaches of the country. That early operation was modest — a handful of de Havilland Dragonfly biplanes 
and a single Norseman — and it nearly vanished during the Second World War, when the aircraft and their pilots 
were absorbed into the war effort. 

With peace came rebuilding. In 1946 the RCMP reorganized its flying branch and equipped it with modern machines: 
two brand-new Beechcraft D18S aircraft, registered CF-MPH and CF-MPI, joined by the surviving pre-war Norseman 
and an ex-RCAF Grumman Goose amphibian. For their day, the Beechcrafts were impressive tools — well equipped, 
all-metal, twin-engined, and faster than many of the airliners then in service. Many of the crews chosen to fly them 
were former RCAF airmen returning from wartime service. 



A telling detail from those first years: the two original Beech 18s were delivered with a pair of .50-calibre Browning 
machine guns mounted in the nose — a reminder of how closely the post-war police aircraft were derived from their 
military ancestors. 

A Regina Aircraft 

CF-MPI was a Beechcraft D-18S, manufacturer’s serial number A-142. As soon as it entered service in 1946 it was 
sent to Regina, the headquarters city of the RCMP and home to both the Force’s training academy (Depot Division) 
and its national forensic laboratory. From that Saskatchewan base it would fly for the next twenty-eight years. 

The “MP” in its registration was no coincidence. The RCMP reserved a block of Canadian civil registrations beginning 
with those letters — for Mounted Police — and its aircraft wore them like a tail-number version of the red serge. 

Duties Across the Prairies and the North 

Operating out of Regina, CF-MPI was a true utility aircraft, turning its hand to whatever the Force required. Its bread-
and-butter work was the transportation of personnel and supplies, shuttling officers and equipment across western 
Canada and into the northern bush where roads were few and weather unforgiving. Beyond that everyday role, it 
was pressed into search-and-rescue operations, anti-smuggling patrols, and mercy flights carrying the sick or injured 
out of remote communities. 

This kind of flying was the lifeblood of the RCMP’s prairie air operations. The Force’s aircraft in this era were used to 
move prisoners, search for lost persons and escaped suspects, ferry crime-laboratory specialists to far-flung crime 
scenes, and carry police service dogs and their handlers wherever they were needed. Saskatchewan’s geography — 
enormous, sparsely populated, and stretching from farmland in the south to lakes and forest in the north — made 
an aircraft like the Twin Beech indispensable to modern policing. 

CF-MPI’s range took it well beyond the province’s borders. Records of its service describe extensive flying in northern 
Alberta and the Northwest Territories as well, underscoring how a single Regina-based machine could serve an entire 
region of the country. 

The Last of the Twin Beeches 

By the early 1970s the piston-engined Expeditor was being overtaken by a new generation of aircraft. The RCMP 
began re-equipping with the turbine-powered de Havilland Twin Otter, and in 1973 CF-MPI was finally retired — the 
last of the Force’s five Beech 18s still flying. Few aircraft of any type served the Mounted Police for nearly three 
decades. 

Preserved in the Red and Blue 

After leaving police service, CF-MPI passed into private hands and was eventually acquired by Orville Rowland of 
Okotoks, Alberta. In 1998 it was donated to the Nanton Lancaster Society, and the Expeditor has been carefully 
preserved in its RCMP markings ever since — standing both as a tribute to the Force’s air service and as a 
representative of a type that also flew with the Royal Canadian Air Force and the Royal Air Force during the Second 
World War. 

Its sister ship is memorialized in Saskatchewan itself: CF-MPH, serial number A-141, is mounted on a pylon at the 
RCMP Academy, Depot Division, in Regina — a permanent reminder that these unassuming twins were woven into 
the fabric of policing on the prairies. 



Aircraft like CF-MPI keep alive the memory of a quiet but vital chapter of Saskatchewan aviation: the years when a 
Regina-based Twin Beech was, for thousands of square kilometres of western and northern Canada, the Mounted 
Police’s wings. 

Sources consulted: Bomber Command Museum of Canada; Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame (RCMP Air Division); 
Aeroflight (RCMP Beech 18 fleet history); and published RCMP Air Services histories. Some operational details describe 
the RCMP’s Regina-based Beech 18 operations as a whole; where records speak specifically to CF-MPI, that is noted 
in the text. 

 

The Snowbirds Say Goodbye to the Tutor  

 

 

The end of an era in Canadian aviation 

After more than 50 years, the famous red-and-white Snowbird jets are about to fly their last shows. The year 2026 
will be the final season for the CT-114 Tutor, the only aircraft the Snowbirds have ever flown. 

This is a big moment. For generations, the Snowbirds have brought Canadians together — at airshows, ceremonies, 
and national celebrations from coast to coast. Saying goodbye to the Tutor is the close of one of the longest and 
best-loved stories in Canadian flight. 

Why are the Tutors being retired? 

The reason is simple: the planes are old. The Tutor first flew on January 13, 1960 and entered service with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force in 1963 as a jet trainer — the aircraft that taught new Canadian pilots how to fly. It did 
that training job until 2000, when newer aircraft took over. Since 1971, it has flown only with the Snowbirds. 



That means some of these jets have been flying for more than 65 years. No one ever expected them to last this 
long. Careful maintenance and special “life-extension” programs kept them safe well past their original lifespan — 
including a $30-million investment in 2020 meant to keep them going another decade. 

But there are limits. Older aircraft eventually face problems that can't be fixed forever. The metal frame wears out 
from years of stress (called structural fatigue). Repairs take more time and money. Spare parts are hard to find, 
because no one builds them anymore. Modern safety standards keep rising. 

In the Tutor's case, engineers found serious issues with the engine and the ejection (escape) system. Precision 
aerobatics — flying just a few feet apart at high speed — also puts extra strain on the airframe. In the end, 
replacing the fleet became the safer and more responsible choice. 

The decision was announced on May 19, 2026, by Defence Minister David McGuinty at 15 Wing Moose Jaw, the 
Snowbirds' home base. 

What comes next? 

The Tutor will be replaced by the CT-157 Siskin II, which is the Canadian version of the Pilatus PC-21. 

One interesting change: the Tutor is a jet, but the new Siskin II is a turboprop (a propeller plane powered by a jet-
style engine). It is one of the most advanced, jet-like turboprops in the world, and it offers: 

• Modern flight and safety systems 

• Better reliability 

• Lower maintenance needs 

• A longer future ahead of it 

• The performance needed for airshow flying 

An honest heads-up: The switch will take years, not months. The new jets won't be ready until the early 
2030s. So after the 2026 season, the Snowbirds are expected to stand down and pause performances for 
several years while new aircraft are built, pilots and crews are trained, and new routines are created. 

The team itself is not disappearing. The new Snowbirds will still be based in Moose Jaw and will rebuild the familiar 
nine-plane formation. The aircraft will change — the mission, traditions, and values will not. 

Saskatchewan's special connection 

The Snowbirds story is deeply tied to Saskatchewan. 

Long before the Tutor became a star of the airshow circuit, it was a training plane based at Moose Jaw. For 
generations of Canadian military pilots, Saskatchewan is where their flying careers began. 

In 1971, instructors at the flying training school in Moose Jaw formed the demonstration team that became the 
Snowbirds. What started as a way to show off Canadian flying skill grew into one of the world's premier military 
aerobatic teams. 

Today the team flies as 431 Air Demonstration Squadron, still based at 15 Wing Moose Jaw. For more than half a 
century, Saskatchewan skies have been home to the Snowbirds — and the province's aviation heritage is part of the 
Tutor's story. 



What do the Snowbirds mean to Canada? 

The Snowbirds are far more than an airshow act. Over 55 years, they have flown more than 2,700 displays for over 
140 million people. They are one of Canada's most recognized national symbols, and every show reflects values 
Canadians admire: 

Excellence  —  Flying jets just a few feet apart takes the highest skill and discipline. 

Teamwork  —  Every move depends on total trust between pilots, technicians, and ground crew. 

Service  —  Every Snowbird is first and foremost a member of the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

Inspiration  —  Watching the Snowbirds has sparked countless dreams of careers in aviation, engineering, and the 
military. 

National pride  —  Wherever they fly, they carry Canada's colours and reputation with them. 

What they stand for - If you summed up the Snowbirds in one sentence, it might be this: 

They show what Canadians can achieve when skill, discipline, humility, teamwork, and service come together 
in the pursuit of excellence. 

They stand for courage, precision, professionalism, service before self, national unity, and the pursuit of 
excellence — qualities that reach far beyond aviation. 

The end of an era 

The retirement of the CT-114 Tutor closes one of the longest and most successful chapters in Canadian military 
aviation. For more than 50 years, those red-and-white jets thrilled crowds, inspired the next generation, and 
represented Canada around the world. 

As the final season arrives, Canadians aren't just saying goodbye to an aircraft. They're celebrating a legacy built by 
thousands of pilots, technicians, support staff, and volunteers who made the Snowbirds a national treasure. 

The plane will retire. The spirit won't. 

“The Snowbirds have never been about airplanes alone. They have always been about people, purpose, and 
the pursuit of excellence. The Tutor's retirement marks the end of an aircraft's journey — but not the end of the 
Snowbird spirit.”  🇨🇦       

Editor’s note: The RCAF has confirmed that Saskatchewan Aviation Museum is on a waiting list for a surplus CT-114 

Tutor, should one become available if they are decommissioned as planned.  

 

A Gift That Carries Forward 

There's a particular kind of joy in watching someone discover this place for the first time. A child standing wide-

eyed beneath a wing. A veteran running a hand along a fuselage and going quiet with memory. A volunteer who 

came to help for an afternoon and somehow never left. Everything here exists because people before us believed 

these stories were worth keeping — and chose to pass them on. 



A legacy gift is a way to join them. 

Sometimes called planned giving, a legacy gift is simply a gift you arrange now — most often as a line in your will 

— that supports the museum in the years to come. It asks nothing of you today and costs nothing during your 

lifetime. It's a quiet, generous decision to make sure the wonder you've felt here is waiting for someone who 

hasn't walked through our doors yet. 

Thoughtful, and surprisingly practical 

Many people are glad to learn that a gift in their will can also be a wise part of their planning. In Canada, gifts left 

to a registered charity are treated especially kindly: a bequest can significantly reduce the taxes your estate would 

otherwise owe, leaving more for the people you love. For those who wish, giving certain assets — such as 

appreciated securities — can be more efficient still. Your own advisor can show you what makes sense for your 

circumstances; we're always happy to help you start that conversation. 

And here is something we hold dear: the museum receives the full gift. Every dollar you choose to leave comes 

directly to our work — preserving aircraft, welcoming students, and keeping our doors open and our admission 

affordable. Your kindness is never diminished along the way. 

A legacy is a story 

"All of us at the museum are building a legacy to inspire future generations." 

When you remember the museum, you become part of its story for good. You help fund the moment a young 

visitor decides they want to fly, the careful hands that keep history intact, and the programs that make this place a 

gift to the whole community. The people who left such gifts before us are no longer here — but their belief still 

lifts everything we do. 

If your heart is drawn to it 

There's no rush and no pressure — only an open door. If you'd like to learn what a legacy gift might look like, we 

would be truly honoured to talk with you, whenever the time feels right. Call Brian at 306-341-4973 

Shared with warmth and gratitude. This article is for general information only and is not tax or legal advice — 

please speak with a qualified professional about your own circumstances. 

Closing Remarks 

As I sit down to write these closing remarks, I find myself reflecting on what aviation has meant in my own life. 

Over the years, I have been fortunate to experience aviation from many perspectives—as a bush pilot operating on 

wheels, floats, and skis throughout Saskatchewan, Manitoba, the Northwest Territories, and Nunavut; as an airline 

pilot and aviation manager; and now as Executive Director of the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum. 

Some of my fondest memories are not found in logbooks or records. They are found in the people I met along the 

way. They are found in remote northern communities, on frozen lakes, gravel strips, and waterways where 

aviation was not simply transportation—it was a lifeline. Aviation connected families, delivered supplies, 

supported economic development, and brought opportunity to places that would otherwise have been isolated. 



I often think back to my years operating DC-3 aircraft from Points North Landing. In those days, much of northern 

freight moved by air, and I had the privilege of seeing firsthand how aviation helped shape Saskatchewan's North. 

What began as roughly half a truckload of freight per week eventually grew into ten times that amount in only a 

few short years. The development of the runway at Points North Landing was an important part of that story, 

creating a gateway that connected northern communities and industries to the rest of the province. Together, 

aviation and infrastructure fueled growth, supported mining and exploration, improved access to essential 

services, and created new opportunities for people across the North. Those experiences taught me that airplanes 

are more than machines—they are instruments of connection, progress, and community building. 

Those experiences also taught me that airplanes are only part of the story. The real story has always been about 

people. 

That is one of the reasons I feel so strongly about the work we do at the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum. Every 

aircraft in our collection represents the dedication, skill, courage, and vision of the people who flew them, 

maintained them, designed them, and depended upon them. When we preserve an aircraft, we are also preserving 

the stories and lessons that come with it. 

Today, when I walk through our hangars and see volunteers restoring an aircraft, visitors sharing memories, or 

children climbing into a cockpit for the first time, I am reminded that we are doing much more than preserving 

history. We are inspiring the future. 

I often say that we are 100 percent education and 100 percent tourism, but we are also something more. We are a 

community. We are a place where stories are shared, friendships are formed, and where a passion for aviation is 

passed from one generation to the next. 

Thank you to our volunteers, members, donors, sponsors, and visitors. Your support allows us to continue 

preserving Saskatchewan's remarkable aviation heritage while creating new opportunities to educate, inspire, and 

connect people through the power of flight. 

For me, this museum is more than a workplace. It is an opportunity to help ensure that the stories of 

Saskatchewan aviation—and the people who made them possible—are never forgotten. 

Thank you for being part of that journey. 

Until next month, keep looking up. 

Blue skies, 

Brian Eikel 

Executive Director 

Saskatchewan Aviation Museum 
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